
The COSTARS Program



The COSTARS Program

SESSION 
OBJECTIVES

COSTARS Overview

Member Overview

COSTARS Contracts

Supplier Overview

COSTARS Resources

Identifying Best Value in Quotes

Audit Ready Suggestion



What is COSTARS?

The commonwealth’s 
cooperative purchasing 
program.

An effective procurement 
tool for members and 
suppliers



COSTARS Background 

1998 

Legislature passed 
the 

Commonwealth 
Procurement Code 

- Act 57

2002 

Legislature 
expanded the 

scope of eligible 
participants

2004 

Legislature passed 
an amendment to 
the Procurement 

Code - Act 77 
authorizing DGS to 

establish the 
COSTARS Program



COSTARS Data

Member Growth:

9,400+

Supplier Growth:

2,100+

Sales Growth:

$1 Billion+



Political subdivision, e.g., local municipalities,        
school districts

Tax-exempt nonprofit education or public health 
institution

Public authority

Tax-exempt nonprofit fire, rescue,                          
ambulance company

And to the extent provided by the law, any 
other entity that expends public funds for the 

procurement of supplies and services

Local Public Procurement Units



Benefits to Members & Commonwealth

Membership is Free

Reduces Cost and Time of the Public Bidding Process

Flexibility & Choice

Product Customization (COSTARS-exclusive Contracts)

Efficient Use of Taxpayer Funds 

Supports Suppliers of All Sizes



PA Procurement Code
By purchasing through the COSTARS Program, 

COSTARS members meet the procurement requirements of 
Chapter 19 of the Procurement Code.

Unless using COSTARS or other 
acceptable cooperative purchasing program. 

No advertising 
competitive 
bidding or 

price quotes 
required.

Three informal 
price quotes 
required and 

must award to 
lowest bidder.

Advertise twice 
and formal, 
competitive 

bidding 
required. 

Below
$12,600

Between
$12,600 and

$23,200

More than
$23,200



COSTARS Member Savings

$3,600

Costs of Public 
Bidding Process

$3,600
(Estimated Average)

• Advertising Costs
• Administrative Costs
• Attorney Fees 



COSTARS Contracts

COSTARS-exclusive Contracts

• IT Hardware
• Maintenance, Repair & Operation
• Emergency Responder Vehicles
• Recreational and Fitness Equipment
• Municipal Work Vehicles
• Uniforms

Statewide Contracts

• Ag/Grounds Keeping Power Equip.
• Bridge & Highway Maintenance Materials
• Consulting and Training Services
• Credit Cards (US Bank & WEX Fuel)
• Truck, Parts & Equipment



COSTARS Contracts vs. State Contracts

COSTARS Contracts Statewide Contracts
36 multi-vendor contracts.
Variety of suppliers.
Contracts are awarded to all 
responsive & responsible 
bidders.

Over 100 COSTARS-
participating suppliers. 
Contracted based on state 
agency need.
Focused supplier selection.

Competitive pricing.
Contract price is ceiling price.

Competitively priced through 
sealed bidding.

Products and services are 
customizable – within scope 
of the contract.

Products and services 
purchased as quoted on 
contract.



Credit Card Services

Universal Fleet Card

Construction/Heavy Duty 
Type Power Equipment

Statewide COSTARS-Participating Contracts

Fuel

Tires

CarpetTemporary Rented Power 
and HVAC Equipment

Service-type Contracts 
(Accounting, Advertising, 
Consulting and Training)



Benefits to Suppliers



ADMINISTRATIVE FEE

Verified
Small, Diverse 

Businesses

Self-Certified 
Small Business

All Other 
Businesses

$166 $500 $1,500

Flat annual fee, per contract, paid upon contract award.



www.dgs.pa.gov/COSTARS

Guide to 
COSTARS 
Contracts

Member FAQ’s

Online Trainings &
On-Demand 

Videos

Event Calendar

Newsletters

Member Quote Kit

Search Contracts



Trainings



Trainings
www.dgs.pa.gov/COSTARS



Importance of Member Profiles

Not Associated? www.keystonelogin.pa.gov/Account/Login to 
register for an individual username/password.

Select Register in top left corner.

Use street address – 
not P.O. Box.

Street address 
auto-populates 
legislative info.

General email for organization or an 
individual’s email who understands who 

needs this COSTARS info.

Select how to be contacted by suppliers.  We 
recommend at least selecting email so you 

don’t miss limited-time supplier offers.

http://www.keystonelogin.pa.gov/Account/Login


When to Update a Member Profile

v When your organization’s information has changed.

v When your contacts’ information has changed.

vYearly check up.

v When a contact is listed as not-associated.



Identifying Best Value in Quotes
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Audit Ready Suggestion

Super 
Star 

Audits

COSTARS 
Supplier 
Contract

COSTARS 
Contract 
Overview

Supplier 
Name, 

Price/Discount

Purchase 
Order



Other Uses for the COSTARS Program

• Even when purchasing 
through another source, 
COSTARS can help 
ensure competitive price.

Price 
Benchmarking

• Estimate commodity 
costs.

Budgeting and 
Grant Writing



COSTARS
Department of General Services 

Bureau of Procurement
1800 Herr Street, 2nd Floor, Arsenal Building

Harrisburg, PA 17103

1-866-768-STAR (7827)

www.dgs.pa.gov/COSTARS
Email: gs-pacostars@pa.gov  

https://www.facebook.com/PAGenServices/

https://twitter.com/PAGenServices/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/pagenservices/


